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Three causative auxiliaries in Haitian Creole 
 
I examine three causative auxiliaries from Haitian Creole fè `make’ (1a), kite `let, allow’ (1b) 
and ba(y) `give’ (1c) with respect to the selectional restrictions they impose on the causer, the causee and 
the caused predicate. 
 
(1) a.  Manman mwen fè Rito fouye twou a. 
          mother 1SG make R. dig hole DET 
          ‘My mother made Rito dig the hole.’ (Govain 2022:38, ex 4b) 
    b.   M kite timoun nan jwe ak chat la. 
          1SG let child DET play with cat DET 
          ‘I let the child play with the cat.’ 
    c.     Jan bay Mari kondwi vwati a. 
            Jean give Marie drive car DET 
           ‘Jean invited Mari to drive the car.’ (Glaude 2012:170, ex 21b) 
 
The restrictions on bay causatives differ from the restrictions for both fè and kite causatives.  
The causative with bay `give’ expresses a relationship of causative invitations contrasting with both 
factitive fè `make’ and permissive kite `let’ causatives. Causative bay requires two conditions that are not 
required for fè and kite causatives : (i) the embedded predicate has to be under the causee’s control 
and (ii) there has to be an interaction between the causee and the causer.  

	

 


