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Copley & Roy (2015) propose to analyse the French progressive être en train de (literally `be in 
process of') with a doubly model denotation. Their claim is that êetd has a modal at-issue 
meaning with a circumstantial modal base and a stereotypical ordering source (cf. Portner 1998); 
and in addition, they argue, it has a modal conventional implicature with either a stereotypical or 
a bouletic ordering source. While this analysis gets the truth conditions and implicatures right, it 
fails to explain why there would be two stacked modal meanings associated with morphology 
that essentially locates the subject of the sentence "in the process of" some event. Moreover, 
there is no explanation in that analysis as to why certain parts of the meaning are at issue and 
others are not at issue. Here I propose that a causal model does better than a modal model at 
providing these explanations. 


